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Walker and his supporters fought back. Brindle and Moore of the
land office got up a third mass meeting to endorse the Governor's cour-
age in standing for clean government and honest elections. He and
Stanton prepared an elaborate answer to Cato's mandamus, refusing
to obey it, and then fired another broadside. Returns had since come in
from McGee precinct in the extreme southeastern corner of the terri-
tory, a region still Indian property in which at most there could be no
more than fifty voters. McGee reported 1,200 votes, nearly all Demo-
cratic. On October 22 Walker issued a second proclamation refusing to
accept these fictitious statistics.8
in
The peculiarities of this election were to have national repercussions.
The Governor's actions enraged the delegates to the constitutional con-
vention, who were returning to resume their sessions. There was indeed
some fear that the riotous tendencies of the daily mass meetings might
prevent the deliberations of the convention, and Walker brought in
troops to preserve order. This frontier lawmaking body had the fate
of the national Democratic party in its hands, and observers with any
discernment might well tremble.
The Lecompton Constitutional Convention, as it was to be called, was
not a body to reassure the fearful. Even with allowance for prejudiced
free-soil reporting, it was composed of poor material. Its members were
largely ignorant, unstable, frontier adventurers, too often drunk.
Though the convention officially numbered sixty, a large part were
irregular in attendance and inattentive when present. Any Democrat
was permitted to sit with them, and the manner of conducting business
was slovenly in the extreme. There had been some initial- difficulty in
finding any one who could keep minutes, and that problem was solved
only by the choice of Walker's private secretary, Mcllvaine. The actual
work of shaping the constitution was in the hands of Calhoun, Hugh
Moore of Georgia (president pro tempore of the convention), former
Territorial Judge Rush Elmore, and Editor John D. Henderson^ with
Walker and Stanton in the background*